
What is the cost to taxpayers for this project?
The total cost of the project is estimated to be $6.9 million
before state aid. Because funding for this project is timed to
coincide with the retirement of existing debt, taxpayers will
not see an increase on their tax bills as a result of this
project.

Why should North Salem invest in athletics
facilities?
A complete educational program: Athletics and a robust
physical education curriculum are an important part of a 21st
century educational experience. Involvement in team sports
teaches leadership, cooperation, integrity and problem solving.

Shortage of fields: The MS/HS currently has just two grass
playing fields, for nine teams in the fall, and 16 spring teams.
Consequently, several teams take a bus to off-campus facilities
for both practice and games. Because town fields are not
available to us before April 1 at the earliest, the district rents
off-campus locations for early spring practices or moves
indoors.

Condition of fields: Heavy rain and inadequate field
conditions frequently leave home fields unsafe and unplayable,
resulting in our teams often forfeiting the home field
advantage. About 21% of games are played at home, vs. the
optimal 50%. In the spring of 2019, 85% of North Salem Boys
Lacrosse and 82% of Girls Lacrosse games were played away.
In 2018 and 2019, 68% of practices were moved off campus
due to poor field conditions, at a cost of about $200 per trip.

Drainage improvements to Tompkins Field and repairs
to the PQ field will improve their playability. Upgrades to
the Tompkins track will improve running conditions for
competition and community use.

What are the advantages of this project?
Playability, more predictable maintenance, savings in
transportation time and costs and increased reliability are
among many advantages of having a synthetic turf field.
Turf fields are not affected by rain or snow, need minimal
maintenance and can be used 24/7/365. North Salem and
Croton-Harmon are the only public high schools in northern
Westchester County without a synthetic turf field. Turf offers
a consistent, almost weatherproof, quality playing surface
that our teams almost always encounter when they visit other
schools. The bathrooms make the project eligible for state aid
while adding facilities for spectators at our current outdoor
fields, as well as the gyms.

What wiil the turf field be used for?
• Varsity and iv boys and girls soccer, field hockey in the

fall; and varsity and iv boys and girls lacrosse in the
spring

• Baseball and softball practices for both varsity and jV
• Modified teams where space allows
• Town recreation teams
• A turf field would serve as an outdoor classroom for a

more robust MS/HS physical education program
• Elementary school field days
• Host special events, including homecoming, Salem Fest

and sectional play-off games.

What is the projected lifespan for the synthetic
turf field?

• State-of-the-art fields have a 12-year warranty and can
be expected to last at least 1 5 years with expected
maintenance.

• Maintenance costs associated with the turf field are
comparable to the current costs for field maintenance of
Tompkins Field.

• The encapsulated sand infill (not environmentally
questionable crumb rubber) is reusable.

VOTER INFORMATION
This proposition, to secure funding for the Athletics Fields
Improvement Project, will appear as Proposition 2 on the School
District Annual Budget ballot on May 18th. voting will take place
at the same time as the school budget vote on Tuesday, May 1 8
at Pequenakonck Elementary School, 7 am - 9 pm.

NORTH SALEM CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

PROPOSITION 2: ATHLETIC FIELDS IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
On May 18th, voters will be asked to vote on a second proposition regarding funding for a
$6.9 million Athletic Fields Improvement Project to include:

• A new synthetic turf field on the MS/HS campus, with field lighting and bleachers.
• Four unisex restrooms that can be accessed from the fields and from the gyms.
• Improvements to Tompkins Field and repairs to the track.
• Miscellaneous improvements to PQ Field.

Rendering showing location of proposed new field.

Full details about this project can be found on the district website www.northsalemfields.org


